
Should it be "ordained" or "disposed"
?

... and as many as1 were ordained to eternal life
believed. Acts 13:48 [A.V.]

  1   
 

The word translated ordained (is
from the verb  [tasso] and is
pronounced tas-sew (sew as in sewing).
The Dilemma
The word "ordained" gives the impression
that God had already decided that only
particular individuals will be saved, but God
insists that he wants everyone to be saved:-
2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is ... not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Some commentaries suggest that tasso would
be better translated:-
"and as many as were disposed to eternal life
believed." [see C.J.Ellicott's Commentary].
Albert Barnes wrote "the meaning [of tasso] is
never used to denote an internal disposition or
inclination arising from one's own self."

How was tasso used by the Greeks ?
Tasso - literally it meant: to place. It was
generally used as a military term, a) in the active
voice: to deploy troops, to post officers, then
metaphorically to order, to assign, to set in order
to prescribe taxes etc. b) in the middle voice: to fall
into line, then metaphorically to agree upon etc. c)
in the passive voice: to be deployed/posted, then
metaphorically to be prescribed etc.
[For examples see the extract from Liddell &
Scott's Lexicon on page 4.]
It never had the idea of being predestined,
neither was it used to denote inner inclination.

It always had to do with directives being issued
or accepted, or arrangements being made.

How is tasso used in the New Testament ?
Tasso occurs eight times in the N.T.  Seven are
examined below. The words translated from tasso
are in bold type.
Matthew 28:16 ... the eleven disciples went ... into
Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had
appointed them.
The Lord had directed them to meet him there.

Luke 7:8 ... I also am a man set under authority ...
The Roman officer had been directed to take
charge of a company of soldiers.

Acts 15:2 ... they determined that Paul and
Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up
to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about
this question.
The church in Antioch directed them to take
the matter to Jerusalem.

Acts 22:10 ... there it shall be told thee of all things
which are appointed for thee to do.
Paul was going to be given his directions.

Acts 28:23  And when they had appointed him a
day, there came many to him into his lodging ...
They arranged the time when they would meet.

Romans 13:1  Let every soul be subject unto the
higher powers (authorities).  For there is no power
(authority) but of God: the powers (authorities)
that be are ordained of (by) God.
Civil Authorities are authorised by God to
regulate society for the benefit of its citizens.

1 Corinthians 16:15 ... they have addicted
themselves to the ministry of the saints.
They had committed themselves to serving
other Christians.
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So again tasso had to do with directives being
issued or accepted, or arrangements being
made. There is no reason why it should be
different in the remaining verse - Acts 13:48.

How is tasso used in Acts 13:48 ?
Previously, in the synagogue in Antioch in
Pisidia, Paul had explained how, according to
prophesy, God had made salvation available
by the Lord Jesus. The next Sabbath, at the
request of the Gentiles, Paul returned to repeat
the message  (Acts 13:14-45). The Jews severely
heckled him and rejected the way to eternal
life. Paul then concentrated on the Gentiles.
Acts 13:46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold,
and said, It was necessary that the word of God
should first have been spoken to you: but seeing
ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy
of everlasting (eternal) life, lo, we turn to the
Gentiles. [A.V.]
So verses 47 and 48 are about the Gentiles.
Acts 13:47 For so hath the Lord commanded us,
saying, I have set thee to be a light of the
Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto
the ends of the earth. 48 And when the Gentiles
heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word
of the Lord: and as many as (1) were
ordained (tasso) to eternal life believed. [A.V.]
v.46 - The Jews rejected the way of eternal life.
v.47 - Paul is now talking to the Gentiles. He
tells the numerous (v.44) Gentiles present that
salvation was available to them.
v.48 - tasso has to do with either directive
being given or an arrangement being made.
A better translation would be:
"... all, though many, who1 were directed to
eternal life -  believed"

All the Gentiles present were directed to
eternal life by Paul and they all believed.



"Ordained"
or

"Disposed"

?
[ Acts 13:48]
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Definition of  tasso from H.G.Liddell &
R.Scott's Greek-English Lexicon - 1869

NOTE 1:  is from  (pronounced hosos).
Hosos means more than all. It stresses amount. c.p.
Rom.6:3, Acts 18:8, 2.Cor.1:20. "all, though many, that"


